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elicit information from him also. While both drank together,
the Maharaja recalled what he had asked Sir David Ochterlony,
viz., whether the Company was anxious to extend its territory
and his reply " No, the Company is satiated." He inquired
of Wade whether that was still the case ?39
By the defeat and death of Syed Ahmad, Ranjit Singh's
hands were now free and it was expected that, with a large
and disposable army impatient of repose, it would not be long
before he directed their operations to a new quarter.*0 From
Peshawar along the right bank of the Indus to the frontier of
Sindh the country was already subjected to his power. West-
ward to that line of territory the poverty of the country and
the hardy character of the inhabitants offered no temptation,
and it was only in the direction of Shikarpur that he was like-
ly to lead his troops.41 He had frankly confessed that he had
no love for mere territory if the acquisition of it did not bring
him wealth. In 1830, he had said to Jacquemont, * What
would be the good of my taking Tibet ? It is rich countries
that I want; could I not take Sindh, it is said to be very rich?
But what would the British say ? '42 After the defeat of Syed
Ahmad, the subject was uppermost in his mind. In October
of 1831, he seems to have made some proposal, or hinted at
a joint British and Sikh expedition against Sindh, for on the
19th of that month Captain Wade, the British Political Agent,
who was escorting the Maharaja from Amritsar to Ropar, and
in whom the Maharaja placed the utmost confidence, wrote to
his Government from Amritsar that, before any negotiations
were started with Sindh, it would be desirable to secure the
co-operation of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, who exercised great
influence in the Courts of the Amirs and who was desirous of
acting in concert with the British Government.43 Then again,
in the meeting at Ropar, the Maharaja definitely proposed that
the British should join him in a common expedition against
the Sindhians44 much in the same way that the Russian Czar
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